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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely Hied 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10-03-03 to 10-24-03 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1^9 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [3 Claim(s) 1^9 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) M The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)E3 The drawing(s) filed on 03 October 2003 is/are: a)D accepted or b)M objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12)S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
aM AH b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Information Disclosure Statement 
• The Information Disclosure statement(s) and related documents that were filed on 10-3-03 
have been considered. 



Priority 

• Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers have 
been placed of record in the file. 

Abstract of the Specification 



• The abstract is objected to because applicant has used legal phraseology from the claims. 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as 1 " means " 
and "said, " should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist 
readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 



Drawings 



• Figure(s) 1 A and IB should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only that 
which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). A proposed drawing correction or corrected 
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drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

• Claim(s) 1-9 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
-- Claims 1-9 are objected to, the claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to 
conform with current U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a 
foreign document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. An example of some of 
the errors are as follows: 

- Claim 1, line 1; "on frame" should be "on a frame". 

- Claim 1, line 2; "housed in casing" should be "housed in a casing". 

- Claim 1, line 3, "each electrical terminal" should be "each of the electrical terminals" 
Claim 1, line 4; "being arranged for mounting" should be "mounted on". 

- Claim 4, line 3; "by the fact that" should be deleted. 

- In reference to Claim(s) Claim 1, Line 6. the recitation "the configuration" lacks proper 
antecedent basis. This causes the recitation (laterally or towards the rear ... as a function of "the 
configuration" of the connection to the electrical circuit) to be indefinite. 

The recitation "a function" (claim 1, line 6) is also objected to because it is seen to be an 
abstract concept that is dependent upon the undefined (i.e. unclaimed) corresponding structure 
between applicant's casing 20, applicant's tab 70, and applicant's two electrical terminals (80, 
80'). 

—v 
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Applicant is reminded that the definiteness of claim language is to ensure that the scope 
of the claims is clear so the public is informed of the boundaries of what constitutes infringement 
of the patent. A secondary purpose is to provide a clear measure of what applicants regard as the 
invention so that it can be determined whether the claimed invention meets all the criteria for 
patentability (MPEP 2173). 

For purposes of examination, it is assumed that the language is intended to mean u the tab 
is mounted on one of the plurality of electrical terminals, the tab extends laterally from the 
electrical terminal or the tab extends towards the rear of the casing,". An examination based on 
the merits, as best understood, is addressed below. 

If applicant desires further consideration on the merits related to the recitation, applicant 
must amend the claim language in a manner that particularly points out and distinctly claims the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

In reference to Claim(s) 4, the recitation of the angles alpha and beta being "roughly" equal to 
a particular value is vague and indefinite. For purposes of examination, it is assumed that the 
language is intended to mean "substantially equal to". An examination based on the merits, as 
best understood, is addressed below. 

- In reference to Claim(s) 5, the recitation "a pair of rear and lateral openings" is vague and 
indefinite. The specification (page 2, line 12) uses the same language but does not define "the 
pair" and "the pair" is not seen to be shown in the drawings either. For purposes of examination, 
it is assumed that the language is intended to mean "arranged to cover a rear and lateral 
opening". An examination based on the merits, as best understood, is addressed below. 
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- The entire set of claims should be reviewed and corrected to conform to current U. S. practice. 
For purposes of examination, the claim language was corrected, as best understood, and an 
examination on the merits is addressed below. 

- Appropriate response to all of the above is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

• The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

** Claim(s) 1,3, and 5-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Geebelen 
etal. (5902156). 

- In reference to Claim(s) 1, Geebelen shows (figures 3 and 8) an electrical apparatus 1 1 that is 
intended for mounting on a frame (see attached definition from The American Heritage 
Dictionary) and (column 4, line 40) that has: 

a plurality of electrical terminals (5 top and 5 bottom; (figures 1 and 3 ) housed in a 
casing 13 (figures 8 and 18), 

each of the plurality of electrical terminals (5 top and 5 bottom; (figures 1 and 3 ) having 
at least one tab 7 for connection to an electrical circuit 10, the tab 7 is mounted on one of the 
plurality of electrical terminals (5 top and 5 bottom; (figures 1 and 3 ) , the tab 7 extends 
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laterally (near the lead line of numeral 26, (figure 8); also see figures 3 and 5) or towards the 
rear (near the lead line of numeral 15, (figure 8 ) ) of the casing 13, and 

the casing 13 having a lateral opening (between 29 top and 29 bottom; (figure 10 ) ) on a 
lateral wall 29 (see attached definition from The American Heritage Dictionary) and a rear 
opening (between 29 left and 29 right; (figure 1 1 ) ) on a rear wall 29, the lateral opening and the 
rear opening are located opposite of at least one of the plurality of electrical terminals (5 top and 
5 bottom; (figures 1 and 3 ) . 

-- In reference to the Claim recitation, line 4, "tab for connection to an electric circuit" 
this claim language and the claim language that depends upon it are seen to be for the intended 
employment of the broad claim language of applicant's tab 70 and is seen to only require 
applicant's tab 70 to have structure for conducting electricity because any item that can conduct 
electricity can be used "for connection to an electric circuit". 

- In reference to Claim(s) 3, Geebelen shows (figure 4) the connecting tab 7 has at least one 
mounting segment (near the lead line of numeral 2, (figure 4))and at least one connecting 
segment (near the lead line of numeral 10 (figure 4)), 

the electrical terminal 5 has at least one mounting zone 2 (figures 1 and 2), and 
the mounting segment and the mounting zone are arranged so as to be connected by some 
removable assembling means 8 (figures 4 and 15). 

- In reference to Claim(s) 5, Geebelen shows (figure 8) the electrical apparatus 1 1 has at least 
one removable cover 16 that covers the rear (near the lead line of numeral 15 (figure 8 ) ) and the 
lateral openings (near the lead line of numeral 26 (figure 8)). 
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- In reference to Claim(s) 6, Geebelen shows (figures 10 and 12 ) the cover 16 and the casing 
13 have complementary nesting shapes (18, 19, (column 3, lines 65-68 ) ). 

In reference to Claim(s) 7, Geebelen shows (figures 10 and 12 ) the complementary nesting 
shapes (18, 19) are provided with means of locking by snapping (column 3, line 67 ) of the cover 
16 on the casing 13 when they are nesting together. 

- In reference to Claim(s) 8, Geebelen shows (figure 8 ) the cover 16 is made up of two 
covering flaps (15 left and 15 right ) forming an angle (the corner angle ) substantially equal to 
90 degrees, at least one of these covering flaps 15 being provided with hole (near the lead line of 
numeral 17 (figures 8 and 15, (column 4, line 34 ) ) arranged to receive connecting tab 7 (figures 
3 and 18). 

In reference to Claim(s) 9, Geebelen shows (figure 12 ) the cover 16 has at least one gripping 
component 19 (column 3, lines 65-68). 

** Claim(s) 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Jacobs et al. 
(3165372). 

~ In reference to Claim(s) 1, Jacobs shows (cover sheet) 

a plurality of electrical terminals ((21, 23); figures 2 and 3) housed in a casing 10, 
each of the plurality of electrical terminals (21, 23) having at least one tab 28 (figure 5 ) 

for connection to an electrical circuit 38 (figure 5; (column 2, line 66 ) ), the tab is mounted on 

one of the plurality of electrical terminals (21, 23), the tab extends laterally of the casing, and 
the casing 10 having a lateral opening (near the lead line of numeral 28; (figure 4, 

(column 3, line 5 ) ) on a lateral wall 14 and a rear opening (near the lead line of numeral 19 
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(figure 1 ) ) on a rear wall (see examiner's figure), the lateral opening and the rear opening are 
located opposite of at least one of the plurality of electrical terminals (21, 23 (figures 1 and 3)). 
~ In reference to Claim(s) 2, Jacobs shows the rear and lateral openings define a single opening 
(figures 1, 3, and 4). 

- In reference to Claim(s) 3, Jacobs shows the connecting tab 28 has at least one mounting 
segment (see examiner's figure) and at least one connecting segment (see examiner's figure; the 
connecting segment is seen as the linear segment that connects the two radius segments 
together), 

the electrical terminal 21 has at least one mounting zone 19 (figure 1 ), and 

the mounting segment (see examiner's figure) and the mounting zone 19 are arranged so 
as to be connected by some removable assembling means (screws; column 2, line 43-45). 
In reference to Claim(s) 4, Jacobs shows (see examiner's figure) 

a first angle is between the mounting zone 19 of each electrical terminal 21 and the rear 
wall (see examiner's figure), the first angle is substantially equal to 45 degrees, and 

a second angle is between the mounting segment (see examiner's figure) and the 
connecting segment of each connecting tab (see examiner's figure), the second angle is 
substantially equal to 135 degrees. 
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Conclusion 

• Effective May 1, 2003, the United States Patent and Trademark Office has a new 
Commissioner for Patents address. Correspondence in patent related matters must now be 
addressed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

For additional information regarding the new address, see Correspondence with the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office, 68 Fed. Reg. 14332 (March 25, 2003). 

• The prior art listed on PTO form 892 that is made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure because it shows the state of the art with respect to applicant's 
claimed invention. In particular, Robbins et al ad Weaver both show casings with tabs for 
connection to an electrical circuit extending laterally or towards the rear of the casing. Hohorst , 
Wood, and Wilson, Jr. et al. are examples showing tabs, terminals, and a casing. 

• Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to James R. Harvey whose telephone number is 703-305-0958. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. To 5:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley can be reached on 571-272-2800 extension 33. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2800. 

• Effective October 1, 2003, all patent application related correspondence transmitted by 
facsimile must be directed to the central facsimile number, (703) 872-9306, with a few 
exceptions. See Fax Automation in Technology Center 1700, 1237 Off. Gaz. Pat Office 140 
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(August 29, 2000). Replies to Office actions including after-final amendments that are 
transmitted by facsimile must be directed to the central facsimile number. Unofficial 
correspondence such as draft proposed amendments for interviews may continue to be 
transmitted by facsimile to the Technology Centers. 
• Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 



James R. Harvey, Examiner 




